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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . After the amendment filed on 02/01/2008, Claims 1 , 1 8, 32 and 36-37 were 
amended. As a result claims 1-12, and 14-42 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-2, 5-6, 12, 14-15, 18-23, 28-30, 33-39, and 41-42 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being obvious over Falconer (US 6832957) in view of Hurst (GB 
2083936A). 

The applied reference has a common assignee with the instant application. 
Based upon the earlier effective U.S. filing date of the reference, it constitutes prior art 
only under 35 U.S.C. 102(e). This rejection under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) might be overcome 
by: (1 ) a showing under 37 CFR 1 .1 32 that any invention disclosed but not claimed in 
the reference was derived from the inventor of this application and is thus not an 
invention "by another"; (2) a showing of a date of invention for the claimed subject 
matter of the application which corresponds to subject matter disclosed but not claimed 
in the reference, prior to the effective U.S. filing date of the reference under 37 CFR 
1 .131 ; or (3) an oath or declaration under 37 CFR 1 .130 stating that the application and 
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reference are currently owned by the same party and that the inventor named in the 
application is the prior inventor under 35 U.S.C. 104, together with a terminal disclaimer 
in accordance with 37 CFR 1 .321 (c). This rejection might also be overcome by showing 
that the reference is disqualified under 35 U.S.C. 103(c) as prior art in a rejection under 
35 U.S.C. 103(a). See MPEP § 706.02(l)(1) and § 706.02(l)(2). 

Regarding claims 1,18, 36-38, and 41-42: Falconer discloses a gaming 
device comprising: a cabinet (Col. 4, Lines 36-40) (figures 1 A and 1 B); at least 
one display device mounted to the cabinet (Col. 5, Lines 15-20) (figures 1A and 
1 B); and at least one processor programmed to operate with the at least one 
display device for a play of the game (Col. 5, Lines 45-48) to: (a) separately and 
simultaneously display a plurality of reel displays of a set of reels (Col. 8, Lines 
32-35), wherein each reel display includes a copy of said set of reels and is 
associated with a different one of a plurality of paylines (abstract) (Col. 3, Line 66 
- Col. 4, Lines 1-4); (b) activate the set of reels to generate a plurality of symbols 
(Col. 7, Lines 22-33); and (d) provide an award to a player based on any winning 
combination of symbols occurring on said paylines (Col. 7, Lines 34-38). 
However, Falconer does not disclose displaying the same plurality of said 
symbols generated on the set of reels on each of the reel displays, based on said 
symbols generated on said set of reels. 

Hurst '936 does disclose displaying the same plurality of said symbols 
generated on the set of reels on each of the reel displays, based on said symbols 
generated on said set of reels (Pg. 3, Lines 42-44) (paylines on the mechanical 
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reels are displayed on the video display unit). Although Hurst does not disclose 
displaying each of the plurality of different paylines, it would have been an 
obvious modification at the time the invention was made to display each of the 
plurality of paylines all at once because displaying them all at once would yield 
the predictable result of allowing players to easily view the reels and position of 
the symbols on the reels (Hurst, Pg. 1, Lines 41-45). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to integrate 
the teachings of Hurst into the teachings of Falconer since the displaying all the 
winning payline combinations separately all at once would yield the predictable 
result of allowing players to easily view the reels and position of the symbols on 
the reels (Hurst, Pg. 1 , Lines 41-45). 

Regarding claim 2: Falconer further discloses that the award includes the 
sum of all of the awards associated with the winning combinations of symbols 
occurring on the paylines (Col. 3, Lines 54-59); 

Regarding claim 5: Falconer discloses that the paylines include at least 
one payline selected from the group consisting of: a horizontally extending 
payline, a vertically extending payline, a diagonally extending payline and any 
combination of these paylines (Col. 6, Lines 61-65); 

Regarding claim 6: Falconer discloses said at least one processor is 
programmed to operate with said at least one display device to provide a bonus 
award to the player when a designated number of winning combinations of the 
symbols occur on the paylines (Col. 8, Lines 4-6); 
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Regarding claim 12: Falconer discloses that a selector controlled by said 
at least one processor, said selector adapted to enable the player to select at 
least one of the reel displays (Col. 7, Lines 9-21); 

Regarding claim 14, and 15: Falconer discloses that said at least one 
processor is programmed to operate with said at least one display device to 
provide a bonus award to the player when at least one winning combination of 
the symbols occurs on the paylines of all of said reel displays selected by the 
player (Col. 7, Lines 55-60); 

Regarding claim 19, and 39: Falconer discloses that the award includes 
providing the sum of all of the awards associated with any winning combination 
of symbols occurring on the paylines (Col. 3, Lines 54-59); 

Regarding claim 20: Falconer discloses displaying the reel displays on at 
least two display devices (Col. 5, Lines 15-23); 

Regarding claim 21 : Falconer discloses that the paylines include at least 
one payline selected from the group consisting of: a horizontally extending 
payline, a vertically extending payline, a diagonally extending payline and any 
combination of these paylines (Col. 6, Lines 61-65); 

Regarding claim 22: Falconer discloses providing a bonus award to the 
player when a designated number of winning combinations of the symbols occur 
on the paylines (Col. 8, Lines 4-6); 

Regarding claim 23: Falconer discloses that the designated number of 
winning combinations are predetermined (Col. 7, Lines 45-47); 
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Regarding claim 28: Falconer discloses providing a selector controlled by 
at least one processor, wherein said selector enables the player to select at least 
one of the reel displays (Col. 7, Lines 9-21 ); 

Regarding claim 29: Falconer discloses providing a bonus award to the 
player when at least one winning combination of the symbols occurs on the 
paylines of at least one of said reel displays selected by the player (Col. 7, Lines 
45-47); 

Regarding claim 30: Falconer discloses providing a bonus award to the 
player when at least one winning combination of the symbols occurs on the 
paylines of all of said reel displays selected by the player (Col. 7, Lines 55-60); 

Regarding claim 33: Falconer discloses operating the gaming device 
through a data network (Col. 6, Lines 8-20); 

Regarding claim 34: Falconer discloses that the data network is an 
internet (Col. 6, Lines 8-20); 

Regarding claim 35: Falconer discloses that computer instructions for 
implementing the steps are stored in a memory device (Col. 5, Lines 51-55). 
4. Claim 3, 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Falconer (US 6832957) in view of Hurst (GB 2083936A) as applied to claims 1, and 18 
above, in further view of Cole et al (US 2004/0137978). 

Falconer and Hurst disclose that which is discussed above. However, 
neither Falconer nor Hurst disclose a second display device mounted to the 
cabinet, wherein one of the reel displays is displayed by said display device and 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/777,01 1 Page 7 

Art Unit: 3714 

said other reel displays of the plurality of reel displays are displayed by said 
second display device; or a second display device mounted to the cabinet, 
wherein a plurality of the reel displays are displayed by said display device and 
other reel displays of the plurality of reel displays are displayed by said second 
display device; or displaying the reel displays on more than one display devices. 

Cole '978 does disclose a second display device mounted to the cabinet 
(paragraph [0048]), and that each display is operable to display independently 
different game information relating to the gaming device (paragraph [0082]). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time 
the invention was made to integrate the teaching of Cole into the combined 
teaching of Falconer and Hurst in order to yield the predictable result of allowing 
players to easily view the reels and position of the symbols on the reels (Hurst, 
Pg. 1, Lines 41-45). 
5. Claims 7-1 1 , and 24-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Falconer (US 6832957) in view of Hurst (GB 2083936A) as applied to 
claims 1 , and 1 8 above, in further view of Baerlocher et al (US 6336863). 

Regarding claims 9, and 25: Falconer and Hurst disclose that which is 
discussed above. However, neither Falconer nor Hurst disclose a bonus award 
provided to the player when a designated number of winning combinations of the 
symbols occur on the paylines; or that a bonus award provided to the player 
when winning combinations of the symbols occur on a designated percentage of 
the paylines. 
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Baerlocher '863 does disclose a bonus award provided to the player when 
a designated number of winning combinations of the symbols occur on the 
paylines (Col. 3, Lines 63-67). Although Baerlocher does not specifically disclose 
the bonus being awarded when a percentage of the paylines contain winning 
combinations, basing the award on the percentage of paylines containing winning 
combinations would have yielded a predictable result and therefore would have 
been an obvious modification to one skilled in the art at the time the invention 
was made. 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time 
the invention was made to integrate the teaching of Baerlocher into the combined 
teaching of Falconer and Hurst in order to create a more exciting gaming device 
for players to play (Falconer Col. 1 , Lines 43-48). 

Regarding claim 7-8, 10-11, 24, and 26-27: Falconer and Hurst disclose 
that which is discussed above. However, neither Falconer nor Hurst disclose that 
the designated number of winning combinations is pre-determined by the 
processor; that the designated number of winning combinations is randomly 
determined by the processor; that the designated percentage is pre-determined 
by the at least one processor; or that the designated percentage is randomly 
determined by the at least one processor. 

Baerlocher '863 does disclose that the designated number of winning 
combinations is pre-determined (Col. 3, Lines 15-21). Although Baerlocher does 
not specifically disclose that the designated number of winning combinations is 
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randomly determined or that the designated percentage is randomly or pre- 
determined, these would have yielded predictable results and therefore would 
have been an obvious modifications to one skilled in the art at the time the 
invention was made. 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time 
the invention was made to integrate the teaching of Baerlocher into the combined 
teaching of Falconer and Hurst in order to create a more enjoyable game for 
players to play (Falconer Col. 1 , Lines 43-48). 
6. Claims 16,31, and 40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Falconer (US 6832957) in view of Hurst (GB 2083936A) as applied to 
claims 1 , and 1 8 above, in further view of Meyer (US 20020082075). 

Falconer and Hurst disclose that which is discussed above. However, 
neither Falconer nor Hurst disclose that the display device is operable to 
individually display the award associated with each of the winning combination of 
symbols which occur on the paylines; and individually displaying the award 
associated with each of the winning combination of symbols which occur on the 
paylines. 

Meyer '075 does disclose that the display device is operable to individually 
display the award associated with each of the winning combination of symbols 
which occur on the paylines (Pg. 2, Para. 33, Lines 1-4); and individually 
displaying the award associated with each of the winning combination of symbols 
which occur on the paylines (Pg. 2, Para. 33, Lines 1-4). 
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Therefore it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time 
the invention was made to integrate Meyer's method of displaying the awards 
into the gaming machine of Falconer and Hurst in order to yield the predictable 
result of allowing players to easily view the reels and position of the symbols on 
the reels (Hurst, Pg. 1 , Lines 41-45). 
7. Claims 17, and 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Falconer (US 6832957) in view of Hurst (GB 2083936A) as applied to claims 1 , 
and 18 above, in further view of Crawford (US 2003/0017868). 

Regarding claim 17: Falconer and Hurst disclose that which is discussed 
above. However, neither Falconer nor Hurst discloses that the display device 
displays said awards in association with the respective paylines on which said 
winning combination of the symbols occur. 

Crawford '868 does disclose that the display device displays said awards 
in association with the respective paylines on which said winning combination of 
the symbols occur (Pg. 6, Claim 24, Lines 10-11). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time 
the invention was made to integrate Crawford '868's method of displaying the 
awards into the gaming machine of Falconer and Hurst in order to yield the 
predictable result of allowing players to easily view the reels and position of the 
symbols on the reels (Hurst, Pg. 1, Lines 41-45). 

Regarding claim 32: Falconer and Hurst disclose that which is discussed 
above. However, neither Falconer nor Hurst discloses displaying said awards in 
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association with the respective paylines on which said winning combination of the 
symbols occur. 

Crawford '868 discloses displaying said awards in association with the 
respective paylines on which said winning combination of the symbols occur (Pg. 
6, Claim 24, Lines 10-11). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time 
the invention was made to integrate Crawford's method of displaying the awards 
into the gaming machine of Falconer and Hurst in order to yield the predictable 
result of allowing players to easily view the reels and position of the symbols on 
the reels (Hurst, Pg. 1 , Lines 41-45). 

Response to Arguments 

8. Applicant's arguments filed 02/01/2008 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. Regarding Applicant's argument that the embodiments of Falconer do 
not make sense when combined with the teachings of Hurst: Although the two 
embodiments mentioned would not make sense in combination with Hurst, the 
embodiment which awards a player upon the occurrence of a winning combination 
occurring on any wagered upon payline would make sense in the context of the claimed 
invention when combined with Hurst as disclosed above. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JASON PINHEIRO whose telephone number is 
(571)270-1350. The examiner can normally be reached on M - F 8:00 AM - 4 PM;. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert Pezzuto can be reached on (571) 272-6996. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Robert E Pezzuto/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3714 



/J. P.I 

Examiner, Art Unit 3714 
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